
                                              Component / Object Technologies – An overview of COM

Concluding Remarks :

I have tried to cover all aspects of COM and make them understand using a simple example of developing a small COM component. COM is very huge topic and requires much more investigation.

Though COM is considered to be one of the innovative technologies in the field of software development it also has some drawbacks. 

One of such is COM’s inability to easily migrate to distributed platforms. This problem has been addressed to and Microsoft’s new version of COM, COM+ promises to be portable among all the computer platforms. The other problem is with the GUID, which is at present 128-bit long. This allows the development of 2128 different components! If the rate at which these components are being developed currently, continues then this number will soon become insufficient. This problem can be easily solved by making the number of bits in the ID, variable. This will give more flexibility to COM programmers. COM+, the new version of COM is at present in its beta release. The final version of COM+ will be released with Windows 2000. Apart from solving the problems faced by COM programmers, programming in COM+ is going to be much simpler. I have also included resources on the WWW for further references.

This ends my paper on Component / Object technologies. Happy COM programming.
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